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ago, held the seat occupied by his grandfather,

Adolphe d'Eichthal, and his uncle, Paul Mirabaud.

William d'Eichthal left it to his nephew, Pierre

Mirabaud.   The family of Casimir-Perier, President

of France during   1894-1895,  contributed to the

bank four Regents, who sat continuously for 69

years.   His great-grandfather, Claude Perier, a rich

manufacturer   from   Grenoble,   was   among   the

founders and held his seat from 1800 to 1808.    It

passed in turn to three of his sons, Scipion, Casimir

and Josephe, the last of whom retained it for 37

years, until 1869.    A financier named Vernes was

a Deputy-Governor of the bank from 1832 to 1857 ;

his grandson served as Regent from 1866 to 1907 ;

and   the   latter's   son,   Felix   Vernes,   became   a

Director in 1921.   J. B. Davillier, a banker, was

elected Regent in 1801 and passed the chair to his

son, Sanson Davillier.   The latter held it from 1842

to 1864, and transmitted it in turn to his son, Henri

Davillier, who sat as a Director from 1864 to 1883.

After an interval appeared Baron Maurice Davillier,

who served from 1905 to 1927.*

By this time it should be evident that the prey
which Leon Blum set himself to drag down was
hardy and not ignoble. The life of the bank was
coeval with that of modern France ; it was founded
in 1800 by no less a hand than Napoleon's* He was
its first subscriber, taking thirty shares.2 His

1  These records have been compiled mostly from Gabriel
Ramon's official Histoire de la Bangue de France.

2  His sister-in-law, the former Hortense de Beauharnais,
purchased ten shares, Murat and Duroc five each> and Joseph
Bonaparte one share.